Why Are Children Vulnerable To Sexual Abuse?

= children may feel powerless
= uninformed children trust all adulis
= pot all children are capable of assessing adult’s motives

= children are taught that goodness equates with obedience to
adults

= children are curious about their own bodies and sexuality

= children may be deprived of basic information about their
sexuality

» children may not realize what abusive behavior is or that it is
wrong

= sexual abuse is often presented as evidence of affection
= children may also be at risk from peers and siblings
= children are often confused about sexual misbehavior

= children are seldom encouraged to express their anxieties and
fears

= children may not realize that they can say no to adults,
especially those in authority
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What To Do When a Child Reports Abuse

> put your own feelings aside trying not to communicate shock,
disgust, embarrassment, or disbelief. Be calm and supportive

> never agree to a child’s request that “if I tell you, promise
you won’t tell anyone?”

> seek privacy so that the child is protected from disclosing in
public

» assure the child that he/she did the right thing by telling and
that you believe him/her

> try not to lead the victim even if he/she has difficulty in the
telling or is non-verbal. let her/him tell his/her own story, in
his/her own words as much as possible

> never blame the victim or make judgments about what
happened

> try not to say things that might make the victim feel guilty or
inadequate (eg “why didn’t you say ‘no’ >

»> try not to speak badly of the abuser. Remember this could be
the child’s parent whom he/she nonetheless loves

» remember, it is not up to you to investigate or elaborate on
the child’s story. You need only have suspicion to report

»> tell the child that you want to help but to do so you will need
to tell those who can be of help. Tell the child that other
professionals may also need to talk with him/her about it.






