Why Are Children Vulnerable To Sexual Abuse?

= children may feel powerless
= uninformed children trust all adulis
= pot all children are capable of assessing adult’s motives

= children are taught that goodness equates with obedience to
adults

= children are curious about their own bodies and sexuality

= children may be deprived of basic information about their
sexuality

» children may not realize what abusive behavior is or that it is
wrong

= sexual abuse is often presented as evidence of affection
= children may also be at risk from peers and siblings
= children are often confused about sexual misbehavior

= children are seldom encouraged to express their anxieties and
fears

= children may not realize that they can say no to adults,
especially those in authority
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